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Judgment  Entered: 
CUA Jurist s Shine 
in the Cause of Just ice



Dear Friends:

As I reflect on what will be my final
dean’s letter, I keep coming back to

some fundamentals. This is a great law
school that is destined to get even better
over the next several years. The great-
ness of this law school rests on four sep-
arate pillars: faculty, staff, students and
alumni. 

The faculty is extraordinary. A
large book table resides in my confer-
ence room, and in the past year, it began
overflowing with all the books written
by members of our faculty. The now
too-small table prompted me to build a
new credenza for additional faculty
books that will probably suffer its own
overflow in the next two or three years.
And my book table and credenza do not
begin to account for all the law journal
articles, op-ed pieces, consultant
reports, congressional testimony and
countless other instances of scholarship
that this faculty engages in. But our fac-
ulty does not stop with scholarship and
publication. Each and every one of them
teach superb classes, giving this law
school, every day of the week, one of the
best teaching faculties in the United
States.

I can prove greatness by showing
off the law school staff—over 100 hard-
working and underpaid people, some
lawyers, many non-lawyers, who keep
this place humming along on a day-to-
day basis. The staff takes care of the

detail of running a law school. One of
my first truly eye-opening experiences
as dean was getting a sense of the enor-
mous amount of detail that this place
entails. As I’ve said so often and in so
many different settings, the staff is the
glue that holds this law school together. 

I can prove greatness by simply
watching our students go about their
legal education. They enthusiastically
prepare for and participate in class.
They manage and staff our three law
journals and the moot court. They pop-
ulate more than 35 student organiza-
tions ranging from the Student Bar
Association (an ABA award-winning
entity) to the Military Law Students
Association to the legal fraternities.
Because of the work and dedication of
our student groups, we have one of the
richest set of co-curricular activities in
the country. But best of all, it’s our stu-
dents’ intelligence, commitment and
sense of ethics that I’ve come to appre-
ciate so much. As I watch them in the
law school, I have absolutely no doubt
they will be outstanding practitioners in
years to come. More than 300 of them
graduated in May 2005 (one of our
largest graduating classes ever), and
once past the bar examination, they will
begin to take their place alongside our
distinguished alumni. We must never
forget that the students are the heart of
this institution.

And, finally, I can prove greatness
by the simple expedient of looking at
the achievements of our alumni, now
more than 9,000 strong. We have grad-
uates in every state and numerous for-
eign countries. They practice in large
and small law firms, in trade associa-
tions, in the entire spectrum of govern-
ment employment, federal, state and
local, in legal services offices and in not-
for-profit organizations. There has not
been a day in my term as dean that I
have not heard of yet another spectacu-
lar achievement by one or another of
our graduates. So, as I always say to the
alumni, your accomplishments and 

successes are the living, breathing proof
of how fine a law school this is.

Deans come and go. Even in the
best of circumstances, we’re merely
“temporary” employees. But this 110-
year-old institution is destined for
greater and greater things in so many
ways. As I leave this office, I keep in
mind our commitment to excellence,
our commitment to ethics and profes-
sional responsibility, and, best of all, our
commitment to public service for the
public good — the true soul of this law
school. It has been an honor and privi-
lege to be of service.

With all best wishes,

William F. Fox Jr.
Dean and Professor of Law

F R O M  T H E Dean’s Desk
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On-Campus Interviews Tuesday, Aug. 16 Noon
Interviewing Tips

Fall Mock Interview Program Wednesday, Aug. 17 ALL DAY

Federal Government Wednesday, Aug. 31 4 p.m.
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Fellowships Wednesday, Sept. 7 4 p.m. 
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Career Panel: Clerkships Monday, April 11, 2006 4 p.m.

Discover excellence. Experience success.



O P I N I O N S  &  Breaking News

DEAR DEAN FOX:

I appreciated your sending me a copy of the most recent issue
of CUA Lawyer (Fall/Winter 2004). With our own building project
moving toward engagement of an architect, I was especially struck
by the article on your building, which I can hardly believe is now a
decade old. The stories of fund raising struck a familiar chord—I
can only hope that we match your success in bringing the project
to completion under cost!

Please pass along my compliments to your editor as well for a
colorful layout that succeeded in drawing the eye easily across a
wide variety of content.

All best wishes to you and your colleagues for a successful year.

Sincerely yours,
Patricia A. O’Hara
The Joseph A. Matson Dean and Professor of Law
University of Notre Dame Law School

DEAR DEAN FOX:

Thank you very much for your kind remarks and hospital-
ity at the law school on March 14, 2005, at the rededication cer-
emony of the Judges Wall honoring CUA law alumni who are
members of the judiciary. This was a wonderful event that
allowed all of us to reflect upon how our legal education at the
Columbus School of Law gave us a solid foundation of legal
skills and ethical values for public service. It was a pleasure to be
with you. 

Best wishes, 
Hon. Henry duPont Ridgely
Supreme Court of Delaware

DEAR DEAN FOX,

I am writing to express my sincere gratitude and apprecia-
tion for my invitation to this wonderful (rededication) ceremony
and for the great honor you have given me, and others, in plac-
ing my name on the Judges Wall. 

It has been, unfortunately, many years since I have returned
to the university, and I cannot begin to tell you how impressed I
was with the many wonderful changes which have taken place in
my absence under your leadership. I experienced a renewed and
increased sense of pride at having attended CUA, and I now,
more than ever, appreciate and value the excellent education I
received.

Again, thank you and your wonderful staff for making
March 14 such a memorable event. 

Very truly yours,
Hon. Geoffrey Curran Rosamond
State of New Jersey, Workers’ Compensation Court
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Law School’s Clinical Programs
Among Top Dozen in America

The Columbus School of Law’s clinical education program,
long renowned for its excellence and a major draw for stu-
dents, has been recognized again among the nation’s truly

elite learning experiences for law students. The U.S. News &
World Report 2006 Edition of America’s Best Graduate Schools
lists CUA in a tie for 11th place with Northeastern University, mov-
ing up two spots from 13th in 2004.

Law Specialties: Clinical Training

1. Georgetown University (DC) 
2. American University (Washington College of Law) (DC) 
3. Washington University in St. Louis  
4. New York University  
5. CUNY–Queens College  
6. Yale University (CT) 
7. University of Maryland  
8. University of New Mexico  
9. Northwestern University (IL) 

10. University of Michigan–Ann Arbor  
11. Catholic University of America (DC) 

Northeastern University (MA) 
13. George Washington University (DC) 

Harvard University (MA) 
University of California–Los Angeles  

16. Brooklyn Law School (NY) 
17. University of Tennessee–Knoxville  
18. Columbia University (NY) 

“This ranking is the result of the high regard in which the clin-
ical faculty at the Columbus School of Law is held by clinical legal
educators nationwide,” said Clinical Coordinator and Professor J.P.
“Sandy” Ogilvy. “Through their publications, presentations and
leadership roles, the clinical faculty enhances the reputation and
stature of the law school throughout the country and the world.”

Professor Catherine Klein, the director of Columbus
Community Legal Services, cites additional factors: “I think we are
so highly rated for a number of reasons: because the law school
has integrated the clinical faculty into the regular tenure track;
because of the outstanding quality of our programs; and because of
the excellent reputation the students and faculty have earned in the
D.C. and broader legal communities. In addition, CUA’s clinical facul-
ty is actively involved in important legal reform efforts world-wide.”

Founded more than 30 years ago, CUA’s clinical education
programs are composed of Columbus Community Legal Services
(Advocacy for the Elderly, Families & the Law Clinic, General
Practice Clinic, Immigration and Human Rights Clinical Externship;
the Criminal Prosecution Clinic; D.C. Law Students in Court; Legal
Externships; SEC Student Observer Program; and Simulation
Courses.) Collectively, the programs offer the twin benefits of
priceless hands-on experience to students and invaluable free legal
aid to underserved members of the surrounding community. 



C U A L A W Y E R / Spring–Summer 20054

A  P I L O T ’ S Farewell

In many ways, a law school deanship is like serv-
ing in Congress. The job is usually a whirlwind; a
rapid blur of faces, meetings, events and speak-

ing engagements. There are tough decisions to
make, demanding constituencies to satisfy and
above all — the task that never really ends — dollars
to be raised. 

It is certainly not a post for the faint of heart.
But then, anyone who’s ever watched Dean
William F. Fox Jr. fly his own airplane, hike the
spiked ridges of the Colorado Rockies, or fight like
a lion on behalf of a client, knows that heart is
something he has in spades. 

Dean Fox’s tenure in
the office ends on July 31,
2005. For two years, he has
piloted the law school
through clear skies and
around the occasional roil-
ing storm clouds with a
sure hand on the stick and
the judgment of a master
aviator. His deanship is the
capstone of 30 years of
devoted, inestimable serv-
ice to the Columbus School
of Law. 

An alumnus himself,
1973, Bill Fox returned to
the law school as a full-time
faculty member in 1975. He
has served two terms as
associate dean for academic
affairs in addition to teach-
ing a demanding course
load of civil procedure,

Farewell to a 
Renaissance Dean

His deanship is the capstone of
30 years of devoted, inestimable
service to the Columbus School
of Law. 

Clockwise, from above: Dean Fox offers the

traditional welcome to first-year students;

standing with CUA law alumni David Harris

(left), 1990, and Michael Ryan (right), 1991,

both of the American Stock Exchange, at

the opening bell of the Exchange, January

30, 2004; leading an online discussion for

washpost.com about a Supreme Court 

ruling on federal sentencing guidelines.
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administrative law, international busi-
ness transactions and alternative dis-
pute resolution. Along the way, he
has found the time to earn an LL.M.
degree from Harvard, write two
books, Understanding Administrative
Law and International Commercial
Agreements (currently in their fourth
editions) as well as contribute to the
third edition of The Law of Veterans
Benefits: Judicial Interpretation. For
several years he has spent part of
each summer as a visiting lecturer at
the University of Dundee’s Centre for
Petroleum and Mineral Law. He is a
member of the permanent faculty of
the ALI-ABA program, Fundamentals
of International Business, and has
served as a senior lecturer in the
Fulbright program in Indonesia. He
continues to serve as a consultant in
a number of different matters includ-
ing international business transac-
tions, international dispute resolution,
global standardization and others. 

And did we mention that in his
spare time, Dean Fox builds classic
furniture?

His extraordinary contributions to
the law school could fill an entire
issue of CUA Lawyer. But pictures do
speak louder than words, so here are
some highlights from his leadership of
the past two years.

Associate Dean for Academic
Affairs Lucia Silecchia, who replaced
him in that position when the dean-
ship beckoned, surely speaks for

everyone in her own reflections upon
the past two years:

Making history: With the largest private sector

grant coming from CUA law, Iraq was able to

send its first-ever team to compete in the 

prestigious Jessup International Law Moot

Court Competition, held in Washington, D.C. 

“I am grateful for all Dean Fox
has done to mentor and teach our
students. 

I am grateful for his initiative,
dedication, and devotion. 

I am grateful for his common
sense and uncommon insights. 

I am grateful that the dean’s
office has been such an inviting
and warm place during the past
two years. (I mean the latter part of
that literally. Dean Fox has built a
fireplace down in the dean’s suite.)

I am grateful that chocolate is
always available in the dean’s office. 

I am grateful that years in aca-
demia have not dimmed his enthu-
siasm for legal practice. 

But, more than anything, I am
grateful for what Dean Fox taught
me and, I’m sure, many others
about leadership.”

Supreme Court Justice Sandra Day

O’Connor was among the guests at

the law school for the Judicial

Conference of the United States

Court of Appeals for the Armed

Forces, held May 18-19, 2005.
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A guest on National Public Radio.

With Labor Secretary Elaine Chao and 

Very Rev. David M. O’Connell, C.M., 

university president.
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C U S T O M E R Satisfaction

You can scarcely slip behind the
wheel these days without being
invited to register your opinion

of other drivers. Not with catcalls or
mono-digital salutes, but by dialing a
toll-free number to offer your compli-
mentary evaluation of the piloting
skills of the 18-wheel Mack truck driv-
er who just nearly flattened you in the
merge lane. Somehow, these rate-
the-driver hotlines lack sincerity. 
1-800-BUZZ-OFF would be an honest
bumper sticker, at least.

So it is refreshing to realize 
that sometimes when someone 
asks for your opinion, it’s because
they really want it — and value 
it enough to actually act upon what
you say.

The staff of the Kathryn J.
DuFour Law Library was wondering
what its primary customers, students
themselves, thought of the service
they received. Of course, the only
way to settle the question is to ask, a
brave act that requires the willingness
to hear the truth, warts and all.

The perfect opportunity to sift out
student perceptions presented itself in

2004. Along with over 200 libraries
worldwide, 23 of them academic law
libraries, the DuFour law library partici-
pated in a comprehensive Web-based
survey that permitted students to real-
ly air it out and rate what many consid-
er their home-away-from-home based
on a variety of important criteria.
Sponsored by the Association of
Research Libraries in collaboration 
with Texas A&M University Libraries, 
the LibQual questionnaire (http://www.
libqual.org/) asked student patrons to
measure three key areas:
• service received from library staff;

• print and electronic resources
and equipment; and 

• library as place, meaning the
physical facility.

Given the vast amounts of time
most conscientious law students
spend in the library, the opportunity to
sound off about their surroundings
was just too good to pass up. Nearly
one-quarter of all Columbus School of
Law students jumped at the chance.
Two-hundred and twenty two of them
filled out the survey, spread equally

among the first-, second- and third-
year classes. Most were day stu-
dents; 45 weighed in from the
evening program. At least half of all
respondents visited the DuFour library
every day. 

“I do wish we had received a larg-
er response from evening students,”
comments Frances Brillantine, head of
access services and the tabulator of
survey results. “Most evening stu-
dents use the library after 6 p.m.,
when there are fewer staff members
available to assist them. Their percep-
tion of service may differ from that of
the day students.”

Using a simple scale of 1–9, with
9 being the highest or best mark, the
survey results helped develop an
accurate snapshot of what DuFour
library is doing right and what changes
are overdue.

How’s Our Circulation Desk? 
Dial 1-800…

B y  T o m  H a e d e r l e

Long, grueling

hours in the library

make its comfort

and ease of use 

a top priority for

students. 

HIGH SCORES (Scale of 1–9)

Service: Employees who are 
consistently courteous (7.81)

Information Control: Print and/or
electronic journal collections required
for my work (7.24) 

Library as Place: A safe and secure
place (7.84, the highest score of the
survey) 

LOW SCORES

Affect of Service: Giving users 
individual attention (6.85) 

Information Control: Access to photo-
copying and printing facilities (6.02) 

Library as Place: Community space for
group learning and group study (6.87) 
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In a nutshell, the people-interac-
tion scores were encouraging.
Students like and respect the library
staff and feel they do their jobs pro-
fessionally. Information is accessible,
and the space itself is as safe and
comforting as one’s own living room.
(Okay, a slight exaggeration.
Bathrobes are frowned upon.) On the
other hand, receiving personal help can
be difficult, and larger study groups
can’t always be accommodated.

It makes the most sense to com-
pare the scorecards of CUA students
to those of like universities. Measured
against the 23 law libraries of 
The Association of Jesuit Colleges
and Universities Law Libraries, the
DuFour library’s scores were above
the average in all three key areas. It
also scored above average in terms
of general satisfaction. 

Frances Brillantine
notes that while all
three areas were rated
above the minimum
expected level
(6.5–6.7), they did not
rise to the desired
level of service
(7.8–8.1) in any area.

“The best exam-
ple I can give to
explain how this type
of survey works is to
consider the service
you receive in a restau-
rant,” she explains.
“For me, my mini-
mum expected level
of service requires

that the waiter will take my beverage
order as soon as I’m seated, come
back quickly for the entrée order and
get my order correct. My desired
level of service is that the waiter will
refill my beverage without my asking
and bring my meal only after I’ve fin-
ished my appetizer or salad. The
service I actually receive is my per-
ceived level of service, and it usually
falls somewhere between the mini-
mum and desired levels of service.”

Baby, It’s Cold Inside

Remember shivering in the
library as you hunched over your
books? That was not your imagina-
tion, nor a fear response to the next
day’s quiz. Many students com-
plained through the LibQual survey
that the library is too cold — in fact, it
was the No. 1 dissatisfaction report-
ed. In lieu of dispensing hats and
scarves at the front door, the library
now makes the monitoring of thermal
comfort a daily ritual.

“We check the temperature in
seven spots throughout the library,
including the government documents
room, using a hand-held digital moni-
tor,” notes Brillantine. “We do this in
the evening because the outside
temperature is lower after the sun
goes down. The temperature is
recorded on a form, and if there is a
problem we notify Facilities.” The
result is readings that now reliably fall
within a comfortable 71 and 73
degrees. While not perfect, it is a big
improvement. 

“We still have some problems
with temperature, especially when
the outside temperature is extremely
low, as it was in January,” says
Brillantine.

Library staff met a great many
suggestions and comments with
equally prompt responses. For exam-
ple, some students commented that
the photocopiers, printers and com-
puters were not reliable, or some-
times on the blink. Others objected to
the decibel level of the library, saying 

Smart PR: The library staff made sure students knew 

they were being heard.

Information is accessible, and 
the space itself is as safe 
and comforting as one’s own 
living room.
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anti-noise rules need better enforce-
ment. Concerns were varied, and a
comprehensive set of revised policies
to address them are now in place.

Significant Changes:

• The PCs in the large lab were
replaced with Pentium IV
machines. 

• All photocopiers in the library
were replaced with new
machines. 

• The law library is working on a
solution to the problem of
buzzing carrel lights, which
involves replacing the entire light
fixture. One hundred new lights
have been purchased and will be
installed in the near future. 

But despite pleas from some stu-
dents and after much careful consid-
eration, other policies were left in
place. For example:
• The library rejected suggestions to

allow study carrels to be reserved.
The law school has 900 students
and only 200 carrels. It cannot
afford to permit “squatters,” stu-
dents who try to monopolize a car-
rel by leaving personal belongings
in it overnight. 

• Library patrons are still expected
to vacate by 11:45 p.m. each
night. It is mostly a matter of
safety, as the parking garage
closes and the building guard
goes off duty at midnight. 

• Space for group study is an impor-
tant issue for students. However,
space in the library is at a premium.

In the past two years, the library’s
space has been reduced to permit
the expansion of much-needed
faculty office space. At this point,
the library does not have any addi-
tional space for group study
rooms. The library will continue to
investigate and consider solutions
to this issue. 

• The library received high scores in
library service and many compli-
ments on library staff. However,
some students commented that
they do not receive good service,
especially at night, when there are
fewer staff members available to
assist students. The library will
investigate this issue and work on
improving service to students. 

This national survey and the
DuFour law library’s responses to it
are not the final word. Just as law pro-
fessors teach the important back-and-
forth of Socratic dialogue in the class-
room, so too will the library staff keep
the channels of communication open
with students, always searching for
ways to better serve their needs. 

“There is always room for
improvement,” says Brillantine. “We
plan to survey the students every
other year or so. Our next survey may
be one we create, in order to ask
questions that are unique to our
library.”

“Don’t even think about it!” An absent student

stakes out prize territory, behavior that the library

wants to stop.

The library staff keep the channels of communication 
open with students, always searching for ways to 
better serve their needs. 
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N E W  E N E R G Y New Vision

CUA law professor Veryl Victoria Miles has
been appointed as the 25th dean of the
Columbus School of Law, effective Aug. 1,

2005. Professor Miles will be the school’s first
African-American and first female dean. 

Very Rev. David M. O’Connell, C.M., presi-
dent of The Catholic University of America,
made the announcement in early May, noting
that “Her academic credentials are of the high-
est caliber, and her professional background 
singles her out among peers as incredibly well-
suited for this leadership position at CUA. It is a

special joy for me to be
able to promote a distin-
guished member of our
own law school faculty
and an alumna of the
school to the deanship.
This appointment will
ensure stability and conti-
nuity with the school’s
historic past while creat-
ing the promise of an
even greater future.”

Professor Miles
obtained her J.D. in 1980
and has taught at CUA
since 1988. Her teaching
and scholarship interests
include consumer bank-
ruptcy and commercial
law; she has also applied
concepts of social justice

and Catholic social teachings in her scholarly
considerations of law and law practice. In addi-
tion to two decades of teaching law, Miles has
served in administrative leadership positions at
Catholic University and elsewhere. From 1997
to 1999 she was the law school’s associate
dean for academic affairs. She took a leave of
absence from the school to serve for two years
(2001-2003) as deputy director of the
Association of American Law Schools, an organ-
ization that comprises 166 schools. There she
was steeped in issues of common concern to
American law schools, from developing curricu-
la and research opportunities for faculty and stu-
dents to implementing new technologies for
law libraries. 

“I am honored to be selected as the next
dean of The Catholic University of America
school of law,” said Miles. “My vision for our
law school is to tell the world about who we are
and what we do, to become the leading Catholic
law school in the nation; and to become the
leading legal institution in the country where
important questions concerning the balance of
law, morality, faith and religion can always be
heard,” she added.

Professor Miles received a Bachelor of Arts
from Wells College (Aurora, N.Y.) in 1977. After
earning her law degree, she worked as an attor-
ney for the Office of General Counsel of the
Federal Reserve System’s Board of Governors
(1980-1983). This was followed by her appoint-
ment as assistant professor at the George Mason
University School of Law (1983-1988).

A native Washingtonian, Professor Miles is
a lifelong member of St. Anthony’s Catholic
Church, located in the historic Brookland neigh-
borhood of the District of Columbia, where she
serves as a lector.

Incoming Dean’s Vision for CUA:
“The Center of Law and the Common Good”

“My vision for our law school is to tell
the world about who we are and what

we do, to become the leading
Catholic law school in the nation.”

A pioneering choice in many respects, incoming dean Veryl V. Miles believes “We need

to remain very aggressive in our commitment to have a diverse and competitive student

body, which will truly enrich the learning and teaching experiences at our school.”
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A Civil Ceremony

For people accustomed to propriety, order and a certain formality in their line
of work, it was the social equivalent of a deep-muscle backrub at sunset on a
pink and glowing Caribbean beach. In a way that they cannot afford to do

with the plaintiffs, defendants, counsel, police officers and even the bailiffs who populate
their courtrooms, judges can relax, unwind and let their hair down with each other. Who bet-
ter understands the special pressures and obligations that they face?

The Columbus School of Law afforded some of its most respected alumni that chance
last spring, inviting every living graduate who serves or has served as a judge to an elegant and
distinctive luncheon in their honor. More than 100 alumni and their guests were able to come
to the March 14 event, some making the journey from as far away as Oklahoma. For many,
the delectable menu — judiciously chosen, naturally — was surpassed only by the warmth and
camaraderie that comes from reconnecting with old friends, classmates and colleagues. 
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The cocktail hour drifted
pleasantly into lunch, then
dessert, followed by coffee.
Distinguished speakers arose
to share their thoughts,
including keynote speaker Dan Abrams,
chief legal correspondent for NBC
News. Finally, it was time for the main
event. All eyes were directed to the
front of the room. A velvet red curtain
parted with flourish, and guests broke
into applause at their first sight of the
powerful symbol of the pride and appre-
ciation their law alma mater feels about
them: the eight redesigned, updated and
gleaming new panels that make up the
Judges Wall. Inscribed with the names
of 162 alumni judges representing the
very best of the profession, the Judges
Wall is a visual exclamation point, a
striking reaffirmation of the truth about
CUA law. As one speaker simply put it,
“This law school continues to graduate
excellent lawyers.”

Hands on the Gavel
Alumni records indicate that the late
Hon. John R. Foley, 1950, became the
first CUA law alumnus to ascend to the

bench, receiving his appointment in
1954. Forty years later, nearly 100 of his
law school brethren had joined him. In
1998, to honor the distinguished men
and women who had served the republic
so faithfully and well, CSL dedicated the
Judges Wall, a permanent display
mounted along the main third-floor
classroom corridor. Originally five pan-
els, emblazoned with the names of 98
alumni and arranged in order by the year
of their appointment to the courtroom,
it served for years as an inspirational
reminder of the law school’s precious
gift of people to the cause of justice. 

By 2004, however, it was clear that
the Judges Wall needed expansion; the
ranks of CUA law alumni in the judici-
ary had swelled by more than 60, and the
newer judges, no less than their prede-
cessors, deserved the school’s recogni-
tion and congratulations. 

A Judges Wall rededication cere-
mony was planned for the fall of 2004.
But when the guest of honor took ill, the

event was postponed five months and re-
configured without the presence of
Chief Justice of the United States
William Rehnquist. It wasn’t until
March 2005 that judge alumni and their
guests were finally able to gather at
tables arranged under the glorious sun
streaming through the glass dome of the
law school’s Keelty Atrium. The unveil-
ing of the expansive new Judges Wall
evoked powerful memories of its hon-
orees not as distant, imperial magis-
trates, but as flesh-and-blood people
animated by a wonderful humanity.

Dean William F. Fox Jr., for exam-
ple, whose recollection of the law school
and its personalities stretches back 30
years, recalled watching Judge Stephanie
Duncan-Peters, 1977, sprint to the aid
of a fellow student rammed by a speed-
ing car on Harewood Road. Then in her
final year of law school, she adminis-
tered first aid and comfort on the scene.
Others were also singled out for men-
tion, such as Frank Lorson, “the 10th

T H E  S P I R I T  O F  L A W  K E E P S  J U S T I C E  A L I V E

A velvet red curtain parted with flourish, and guests broke into applause at
their first sight of the powerful symbol of the pride and appreciation their
law alma mater feels about them. 

The law school rolled out the 
red carpet for its judge 

alumni on March 14.



justice” of the U.S. Supreme Court, for
his many years as its deputy chief clerk.
Dean Fox even conferred special status
on three senior judges who did not
attend the Columbus School of Law but
who currently teach there, adding
immeasurably to the well of knowledge
and experience available to CUA law

students: Sylvia Bacon, Fred Ugast and
Loren Smith. 

“By the powers vested in me by
The Catholic University of America
Columbus School of Law, I hereby
declare the three of you honorary
alumni!” pronounced the dean.

The rare opportunity to bond

with professional brethren caused many
guests to linger on that beautiful after-
noon, seemingly reluctant to pull away.
When they finally departed, the judges
took with them the inspiring thoughts of
Hon. Edward Damich, chief judge of the
U.S. Court of Federal Claims. Judge

Damich concluded the
life of a CUA law stu-
dent nearly 30 years
ago, but as is true of so
many other alumni
who have gone on to
pick up the gavel, it was
clear that the love of
justice and compassion,
kindled in his heart so
long ago, still casts an
unquenchable light. 

C U A L A W Y E R / Spring–Summer 200512

1954
John R. Foley, 1950, Deceased

1955
Thomas C. Gibbons, 1943

1957
Patrick J. Foley, 1956

Clay LeGrand, 1934, Deceased

1960
William J. Nealon, 1950

Hugh G. Wade, 1959

1961
William M. Fay, 1942, Deceased

1962
Richard P. Conaboy, 1950

1964
A. Andrew Hauk, 1938, Deceased

1968
George R. Gallagher, 1937

1969
Malcolm P. Littlefield, 1938,
Deceased

1970
William E. Stewart Jr., 1942

1971
Thomas A. Flannery, 1940

Joseph M. Hannon, 1951, Deceased

1972
Adam Gefreh, 1949

1973
Charlotte P. Murphy, 1948

1974
William D. McKeown, 1973

1975
Edward B. Finch, 1954

James D. Finn Jr., 1963

1976
Daniel P. Mecca, 1967

Nicholas P. Papadakos, 1952

Marjan Peter Staniec, 1941

1977
George W. Jefferson, 1969

Robert J. Woods, 1962

1978
V. Paul McGinn, 1968

Pargen Robertson, 1965

Douglas M. Stephens, 1967

1979
Alan P. Gelfuso, 1968

John C. Holmes, 1964

J. Roger Persichilli, 1967

Audrey Wall Scott, 1977

1980
Joseph S. Casula, 1958

S. John Cottone, 1951

Edwin L. Felter, 1967

Johanna L. Fitzpatrick, 1974

Michael A. Higgins, 1971

Robert L. Hillyard, 1966

Alex Jesensky Jr., 1966

Charles A. Young, 1950

1981
Joseph F. Cimini, 1973

Donald E. Gladstone, 1975

1982
Alice Bridget Gibney, 1972

Andrew M. Smith, 1970

1983
David S. Admire, 1974

Jane Becker Delbridge, 1972

Charles D. Gill, 1964

William G. Polking, 1962

Jeffrey W. Reinen, 1974, Deceased

Stephen P. Scaring, 1967

Booker T. Shaw, 1976

Marilyn D. Zahm, 1972

1984
William H. Adkins III, 1973

Colleen Kollar-Kotelly, 1968

Henry duPont Ridgely, 1973

1985
Daryl J. Hollis, 1984

Sebastian D. Natale, 1955, Deceased

Carol E. Smith, 1975

James J. Tini, 1971

1986
Shireen Avis Fisher, 1976

Roger L. Gauthier, 1968

Edward C. Kimlin, 1974

Thomas E. Lynch, 1966

Juanita Bing Newton, 1975

Susan M. Novotny, 1979

James D. Thomas, 1978

Ramon Villagomez, 1976

1987
Evelyn B. Coburn, 1974

Lawrence M. Lawson, 1972

Frank Montecalvo, 1979

James L. Ryan, 1969

Raymond N. Satter, 1973

Charles A. Shaw, 1974

Marcus D. Williams, 1977

1988
Peggy N. Big Eagle, 1981

ALUMNI MEMBERS OF THE JUDICIARY, listed by year of appointment to the bench

T H E  S P I R I T  O F  L A W  K E E P S  J U S T I C E  A L I V E

Months in planning, the Judges Wall
rededication was an elegant salute to the
assembled justices.



The quest for meaningful
justice, Damich said, “Means hav-
ing the humility to recognize
where the judge sits in the hierar-
chy of our form of government.
Making sure that judges do what
the law says, not reading into it
our personal preferences. It
means judging from the matrix of
the moral law, which comes to us
from reason and revelation.

Finally, it means recognizing that we
cannot judge rightly without God’s assis-
tance; the recognition that daily, each
judge needs to pray for the grace to
make right judgments, remembering
always the motto inscribed on the shield
of this university: God Is My Light.”
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Dale H. Chase, 1975

Gary J. Golkiewicz, 1980

Donald P. McDonough, 1973

Thurman H. Rhodes, 1975

Paul B. Taylor, 1981

Martin Gebley Yinug, 1980

1989
Carmen H. Alvarez, 1976

Robert A. Andretta, 1977

Paul J. Sullivan, 1972

1990
Alfred Donald Cooper Sr., 1983

Donald L. Fratino, 1959

James R. Kelley, 1959

Maryann Lunderman, 1976

J. Michael O’Neill, 1974, Deceased

Donald J. Sheehy, 1963

1991
Wendell P. Gardner Jr., 1976

Jeryl Owen Gegan, 1980

Leo J. McGinn, 1974

Kerry Lee Miller, 1981

Bruce Q. Morin, 1970

Jack A. Panella, 1980

1992
Kevin E. Booth, 1967

Stephanie Duncan-Peters, 1977

Brook Hedge, 1974

Barry R. Poretz, 1968

Judith E. Retchin, 1978

1993
David M. Fuller, 1973

Alli B. Majeed, 1975

William T. Newman Jr., 1977

1994
Nelsonna Potts Barnes, 1975

Christine P. Benagh, 1978

Paul Buxbaum, 1974

John F. Dean, 1975

Paula T. Hairston, 1977

Adriene Lepiane Hanlon, 1990

Jean Ingrassia, 1976

Joseph Dean Marino, 1980

C. Richard Miserendino, 1980

Richard E. Peyser, 1977

Peggy A. Quince, 1975

Joseph M. Shortall, 1964

1995
Steven G. Chappelle, 1978

Michael C. McGoings, 1973

H. Dudley Payne Jr., 1973

Thomas F. Phalen Jr., 1967

Louise G. Scrivener, 1975

1996
Perry O. Johnson IV, 1976

Susan Rester Miles, 1978

Robert E. Morin, 1977

William Daniel Quarles, 1979

Karen S. Smith, 1975

1997
Julia DiCocco Dewey, 1976

Paul A. Hackner, 1975

Milton C. Lee Jr., 1985

Gregory M. Wilson, 1973

F. Dana Winslow, 1969

1998
Marielsa A. Bernard, 1980

Patricia A. Broderick, 1981

Joyce Cram, 1976

Edward J. Damich, 1976

Thomas E. Gallahue, 1976

Maureen M. Lamasney, 1976

Julie Schmid, 1994

Dinah F. Verby, 1978

1999
Joseph L. Dixon, 1989

Alfred M. Fenzel, 1974

Diane R. Kiesel, 1985

Peter F. Kratz, 1983

Paul Lieberman, 1971

James E. Michalik, 1987

Joseph F. Ruggiero, 1968

2000
William P. Barry, 1978

Fred L. Buckine, 1975

Bruce P. Hudock, 1977

Candida Staempfli Steel, 1977

2001
Meryl L. Allawas, 1983

Cheryl Nora Moss, 1994

Stephen L. Purcell, 1981

Eugene Wolfe, 1977

2002
Karen H. Abrams, 1979

Robert P. Contillo, 1980

Geoffrey Curran Rosamond, 1967

2003
Barbara Napolitano Bellis, 1986

Susan Van Lieshout Kelley, 1979

William J. Monks, 1989

2004
James M. Blaney, 1973

James D. DeRose, 1978

Elizabeth M. Timothy, 1989

T H E  S P I R I T  O F  L A W  K E E P S  J U S T I C E  A L I V E

Home at last: Guests 
seemed to appreciate 
the camaraderie and 

goodwill that suffused 
the afternoon. 

If your name is missing or listed incorrectly, please contact the Office of Institutional Advancement at 202-319-4636
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Behind each 
name on the
CUA Judges

Wall is a flesh-and-blood human
being; a fact sometimes over-
looked when the pundits are in
full cry about this or that deci-
sion. Judges are human too, full
of cares, loves and flaws just like
everyone else. They are, however,
entrusted with a responsibility to
society that most of us will never
shoulder. With few exceptions,
they discharge their duties in a
manner that would earn nods of
approval from the Founding
Fathers. Who are these CUA
men and women, these sentinels
of America’s freedom? 

Faithful Guardians 
of the Constitution
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Snapshot
On this morning, there was no theatri-
cally slammed-down gavel. No celebrity
defendant led away in handcuffs, blink-
ing at the harsh glare of television lights.
There were no pushy news crews, 80-
decibel questions or even curious
onlookers. In short, there were none of the
media circus trappings that people associ-
ate with the kinds of high-profile cases
they eagerly gobble up on Court TV. 

Instead, this was American justice as
most people really experience it: out of
the limelight on an ordinary day in the
domestic relations court of a rural
Virginia county, where the presiding
judge heroically renews the daily strug-
gle to bring a measure of compassion,
justice and peace to lives on a collision
course with disaster. 

Hon. H. Dudley Payne Jr., 1973,
deals with an often discouraging parade
of human conflict. Couples who come
before his court are locked in stubborn
combat over infidelity, drug use, child
neglect, alimony and money problems.
The stories behind the cases can be
shocking. One could forgive a cynical
jurist for throwing in the towel and find-
ing a more uplifting area of law to work
in. But Judge Payne, a former county
prosecutor who has served his state dis-
trict for 10 years, refuses to concede the
good fight. In an extensive profile about
him published by a local newspaper in
2003, he said that unfit or uncaring par-
ents cannot be allowed to leave the final
thumbprint on innocent young lives.

“There’s a profound neglect of chil-
dren, but all you can do is try,” the judge
told the Fauquier Times-Democrat.
“We’re all in this struggle together.”

It is a kind and concerned perspec-
tive, one essential to the healthy func-
tioning of our system of justice and of
society itself. Judge Payne embodies the
highest ethos of the Columbus School of
Law in his guiding judicial philosophy:
“There are built-in inequities,” he
explains. “Some people have lawyers and
some people don’t. But everybody’s 

entitled to their dignity. And some-
times the system forgets that.”

Findings of Fact
Judge Payne is among the 162 grad-
uates of CUA law school who serve
or have served on the bench so far.
Nearly two-thirds are male: 119
men to 43 women. The gender gap has
shrunk across most professions in recent
years, and the trend is also reflected in
the records kept by the law school. Since
1996, the male-to-female ratio of gradu-
ates appointed to the bench has pulled
closer to even: 24 to 17. 

CUA judge alumni come in a dozen
flavors. Sprinkled through the entire
U.S. judiciary, our graduates are federal
circuit court judges, state Supreme
Court judges, city and county superior
court judges, probate and family court
magistrates, arbiters of courts of judicial
discipline and the presiders over appeals
courts of many types. Hon. George W.
Jefferson, 1969, holds the intriguing title
of master-in-equity for the state of
South Carolina. At the same time, a sub-
stantial number of fellow Columbus
School of Law alumni serve as judges of
a different stripe. Rendering carefully
crafted opinions and difficult decisions
in the relative anonymity of federal serv-
ice, the role of administrative law judges
is perhaps not widely understood or
appreciated by the public at large. Yet
anyone who has ever duked it out in
court with Big Brother over the size of a
Social Security disability check, chal-
lenged a government formula for retire-
ment benefits or sued Uncle Sam over a
botched procedure in a Veteran’s
Administration hospital understands
quickly that like their better-known

brethren, administrative law judges can
wield vast power over individual lives. 

The majority of Catholic
University’s judges, 76 in number, are
spread among the circuit courts of two
dozen states, north to south and coast to
coast. Of course, the colleges and uni-
versities of Washington, D.C., have
always produced a high percentage of
graduates who remain in the area to
establish their careers, and CUA judges
are no exception. Thirteen alumni cur-
rently serve the citizens of Maryland, by
far the highest number of any state.
Other judge alumni, however, toil in the
cause of justice far, far away, well beyond
the international dateline. Hon. Ramon
Villagomez, 1976, for example, is a jus-
tice of the Supreme Court of the U.S.
Commonwealth of the Northern
Mariana Islands; and Hon. Martin G.
Yinug, 1980, sits as an associate justice of
the Supreme Court of Micronesia. 

The law school’s presence on the
federal circuit courts is less far-flung.
Starting with the late Hon. A. Andrew
Hauk, 1938, who served on the U.S.
District Court for the Central District of
California, a total of 14 alumni have
donned black robes for the federal
bench. Most have stayed close, assigned
to circuits in the eastern half of the
country and several serving in such
places as the U.S. Tax Court and the
U.S. Court of Federal Claims. 

CUA JUDGES:

162 graduates serve or 

have served as a judge

119 of these are men

43 women

76 currently serving

13 in Maryland
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Throughout their generally long
careers, many CUA judges have han-
dled at least one case that was locally
or nationally famous or, for that mat-
ter, notorious. It can be exhilarating.
But just as often, it can be a draining
and even scary experience. Judges
who happen to draw highly inflam-
matory cases can find themselves the tar-
get of death threats or vows of punish-
ment from angry legislators. At a March
2005 luncheon at the Columbus School
of Law held in honor of alumni in the
judiciary, featured speaker Dan Abrams,
chief legal correspondent for NBC
News, observed that “There’s no ques-
tion that judges are under fire.” 

Apart from the written opinion
itself, which can be misunderstood by
the lay public or mischaracterized by
the media, there is no way for a judge to
clearly explain to the public how and
why a particular decision was reached.
Abrams thinks that such a mechanism
would be very useful in defusing public
rage over certain court actions, especially
in sensitive social areas such as gay rights,
abortion and euthanasia. The alternative,
he argued, is continued anger in the cit-
izenry over what many people are led to
believe is high-handed judicial arrogance.

“Judges have become scapegoats of
the day,” Abrams commented. “From
best-selling books that suggest how
judges are leading to the demise of our
society, to talk show hosts or Internet
sites that put judges’ pictures or person-
al information out for public consump-
tion in a ‘most wanted’ type of format.”

The jurists trained at the Columbus
School of Law have also taken their
turns in the crosshairs. Their cases have
occasionally been buffeted by the torna-
do winds of corporate power and/or
vociferous public opinion. But as a
group, they have responded admirably,
demonstrating keen intellect, an iron
grasp of the law and above all, a willing-
ness to take heat in the interest of justice.
Hon. Edward Damich, 1976, chief judge

of the United States
Court of Federal
Claims, says his
classmates and col-
leagues reflect the
essential qualities of
a good jurist. 

“Surely, seek-
ing the truth is the

most obvious,” notes Damich. “In prac-
tical terms, this means making good
judgments on the credibility of witness-
es and the strength of legal arguments.”
It sounds simple, like a page taken from
Judging 101. But sometimes effective
jurisprudence takes courage, and that is a
quality our alumni have demonstrated
time and again. A quick jog through
recent history turns up many examples.

HON. COLLEEN KOLLAR-KOTELLY, 1968
• Appointed to the U. S. District Court,

1997 

• Presiding judge of the U.S. Foreign
Intelligence Surveillance Court,
appointed by Chief Justice
Rehnquist, 2002

• Winner of the 2004 Catholic University
Alumni Achievement Award

Campaign Finance: In September
2004, Judge Kollar-Kotelly issued a 157-
page decision in Shays v. FEC. The suit
asked the court to reverse portions of the
FEC’s soft money, electioneering com-
munications and coordination rules,

arguing they veered significantly from
the law’s text and were “contrary to law.”
The law in question was best known as
the McCain-Feingold Campaign
Reform Bill. Hugely popular with most
voters, it was Congress’ attempt to
lessen the influence of money in politics.
Nonetheless, Judge Kollar-Kotelly
found that the FEC fumbled the basic
implementation of Congress’ intent.
Her decision struck down 15 separate
regulations, instructing the FEC to go
back and take another crack at it. She
hammered some particular provisions,
writing that one “runs completely afoul”
of basic law, another “severely under-
mines FECA [Federal Election
Campaign Act]” yet another regulation
had “no rational basis.”

Microsoft: One of the most powerful
companies on Earth and a linchpin of
U.S. information technology had to bow
in the end to Judge Kollar-Kotelly. In
November 2002, she approved the basic
settlement between the behemoth soft-
ware maker and the Department of
Justice, settling years of complex litiga-
tion over an anti-trust suit filed by nine
states and the District of Columbia.
Fought bitterly by Microsoft with limit-
less financial resources, Judge Kollar-
Kotelly nonetheless found that the com-
pany had violated antitrust laws, illegally
maintaining its monopoly over comput-
er software operating systems by strong-
arming competitors. She compelled
Microsoft to release some of its technical
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Judge Kollar-
Kotelly clapped
hands over the 

government’s ears
when it tried to 

listen in on attorney-
client talks at

Guantanamo Bay.

Hon. Edward Damich
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data so that outside software developers
could write programs for Windows that
work as well as Microsoft products. 

Gitmo: The military must give men
imprisoned at the U.S. Navy base at
Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, speedy access
to their attorneys and cannot monitor
their conversations with the lawyers,
ruled Judge Kollar-Kotelly in the fall of
2004. In a setback for the Bush
Administration, she rejected the govern-
ment’s claim that it needed to eavesdrop
on all conversations, notes and mail
between lawyers and three detainee
clients to protect the nation from future
terrorist attacks. Attorneys for detainees
applauded the ruling, saying it upheld
the fundamental legal principle that
allowing lawyers and their clients to
speak privately is virtually guaranteed in
the U.S. court system. The Center for
Constitutional Rights called her opinion
“a great decision for the detainees and for
this country. The judge is saying people
have a right to counsel without the gov-
ernment being in the room with you.” 

HON. PEGGY A. QUINCE, 1975
• Justice, Supreme Court of Florida, 

appointed 1998

I, George or Al, Do Solemnly Swear:
The presidential contest of 2000 was the
Perfect Storm in American political his-
tory. Florida’s electoral votes hung in the
balance and would decide the next occu-
pant of the White House. Pounded by
hailstones of criticism, Justice Quince
and her six colleagues on the Florida
high court ruled unanimously that ballot
counting in disputed counties must con-
tinue past the dates set by state law in
order to ensure a fair election. The deci-
sion of Florida’s justices was subsequent-
ly vacated by the U.S. Supreme Court,
but the bitter episode launched a still-
unresolved debate about how to conduct
elections both legally and fairly. Still rel-
atively young, Justice Quince will

without doubt hear many con-
troversial cases in the future. But
it is unlikely that another one will
come along rivaling the presi-
dential election of 2000 for its
unduplicated blend of pressure,
intensity and unbelievably high
stakes.

HON. BARRY R. PORETZ, 1968
• U.S. magistrate judge, Eastern

District of Virginia/Alexandria

No Chance for Escape: Judge Poretz
denied bail to convicted CIA-spy
Aldrich Ames and his wife, Maria, in the
spring of 1994. Now serving a life sen-
tence, Ames was later proven to have
been arguably the most damaging spy in
American history, selling acutely sensi-
tive information to the KGB, including
the names of CIA assets in Russia. An
unnamed number of American agents
overseas were executed as a result of
Ames’ treason. Had Ames been granted
bail, it is a good bet his Soviet handlers
would have done everything within their
power to protect their most highly-
placed agent in America and tried to
spirit him out of the country. 

HON. THOMAS A. FLANNERY, 1940
• U.S. District Court for the District of

Columbia, appointed 1971

• Awarded the 2000 American Inns of
Court Professionalism Award for the
D.C. Circuit.

The Bill Comes Due: Judge Flannery
ordered Iran to pay $20 million in com-
pensation to an American company that
lost its share in a dairy business there as
a result of the expropriation of U.S.
property holdings in Iran after the over-
throw of the Shah. Following 12 years of
litigation, it marked the first time dam-
ages were awarded by a U.S. court
against a foreign government for the
seizing of an American-owned 

investment overseas. In a follow-up
decision, Judge Flannery also ruled Iran
liable for $3 million in attorneys’ fees.

HON. JAMES L. RYAN, 1969
• U. S. Court of Appeals for the 6th

Circuit, appointed 1987

Saved by Choice: Five years ago, Judge
Ryan found himself on the minority end
of a 2-to-1 decision that declared
Cleveland’s school voucher program to
be an unconstitutional use of public
money, since it was used to send thou-
sands of at-risk children to better
parochial schools. The court’s majority
reasoned that the practice violated the
First Amendment’s separation of church
and state. In his sharp dissent, Ryan
wrote “in striking down this statute
today, the majority perpetuates the long
history of lower federal court hostility
to educational choice.’’ He called the
ruling “an exercise in raw judicial power
having no basis in the First Amendment
or in the Supreme Court’s
Establishment Clause jurisprudence.’’
Two years later the U.S. Supreme Court
agreed with him, reversing the 6th
Circuit decision and stating that
Cleveland’s “is a program of true private
choice ... neutral in all respects toward
religion. It is part of a general undertak-
ing by the state of Ohio to provide edu-
cational opportunities to the children of
a failed school district.” 
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The presidential 
ballot battles of 2000

cast CUA alumna Hon.
Peggy Quince and her

colleagues on the
Florida Supreme Court

into the national 
spotlight for several

draining weeks.
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On a Pedestal
Whether presiding over cases of nation-
al significance or over local traffic court,
the jurist-graduates of the Columbus
School of Law demonstrate impressive
personal and professional integrity.
Minority judges, especially, understand
they are role models and beacons of
hope as well. As the visible faces of
American justice, they are ever mindful
of Lord Chesterfield’s admoni-
tion that “you must look into
people, as well as at them.”

HON. MARIELSA A. 
BERNARD, 1980 
• Associate judge, Circuit Court 

for Montgomery County, Md.,
appointed 1997

• Montgomery County’s first 
Hispanic judge

• Chaired the Maryland State 
Bar Association’s Hispanic-Latino 
Lawyers Committee

In private practice for 17 years, Judge
Bernard was one of the very few
Spanish-speaking attorneys in
Montgomery County. Her largely
Hispanic client base demonstrated that
“there was a huge lack of information
about the judicial system. People were
reluctant, and sometimes fearful, to go
to the courts, whether they were from
Latin America or Africa, and even
among native-born U.S. citizens.”
Bernard found the degree of fear and
suspicion about the court system intol-
erable and has been driving a series of
public information forums, some of
which she organized and developed her-
self, that explain such topics as domestic
violence and the criminal justice system.
More than 500 members of the commu-

nity, including
court interpreters
for non-English-
speaking partici-
pants, have attend-
ed these forums
thus far. Says Judge
Bernard: “One of
the hallmarks of
being a judge is
that we are here to
serve the public. I
truly believe that it
is not my court-

room, but a court-
room that belongs
to the community.”

ALLI B. MAJEED, 1975
• County court judge, Brevard 

County, Fla., appointed 1993, 
re-elected 1998

• First minority elected to countywide
office in Brevard, Fla.

Like his CUA classmates, Judge Majeed
believes passionately that the justice
system must be open to everyone and
must be perceived that way.  “A lot of
people really don’t understand what’s
happening to them in court,” says one
assistant public defender familiar with
Majeed’s courtroom manner. “He’s
patient with people and takes the time
he needs to take so they understand
what’s going on and what their rights
are.” Born and raised in British
Guyana, South America, to laborer par-
ents who could neither read nor write,
Majeed brings a special sensitivity to
the plight of the downtrodden. As a
nonwhite, Muslim jurist, Majeed makes
a point of speaking to dozens of com-
munity, religious and educational
groups in Brevard, using each opportu-
nity to promote democracy and consti-
tutional law, particularly after the Sept.
11, 2001, terrorist attacks. “I am proba-
bly the single person in the county
accepted in so many groups,” he said. “I
can’t think of anyone who crosses so
many bridges.” 
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“I truly believe
that it is not my

courtroom, but a
courtroom that
belongs to the

community.” Hon. Marielsa A. Bernard
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Unsung Heroes —
The Administrative
Judiciary

A miner whose leg is broken in an on-
the-job mishap due to employer negli-
gence is going to have a tough time find-
ing a court in which to sue. Who has
jurisdiction? Enter the administrative
law judges of the Mine Safety and
Health Review Commission, thought-
fully provided by Uncle Sam to handle
just such matters. Federal ALJs handle
judicial functions for the executive
branch of the government. They con-
duct trial-type hearings, make findings
of fact and law, apply agency regula-
tions and issue either initial or recom-
mended decisions. ALJs have complete
decisional independence and benefit
from career tenure that protects that
independence and insulates them from
political influence.

There are over 1,300 ALJs assigned
to 31 federal agencies. Not surprisingly,
the vast majority of them are assigned to
an agency that is the frequent target of
legal wrath from disgruntled citizens:
1,184 judges handle complaints against
the Social Security Administration. The
U.S. Department of Labor and the
National Labor Relations Board employ
about 50 such judges each. The remain-
ing ALJs are spread among the rest of the
federal government. The judges are
empowered to decide regulatory, entitle-
ment and enforcement cases. The federal
system also draws a distinction between
administrative law judges and simple
“administrative judges,” the latter cate-
gory having a somewhat narrower scope
of authority and generally sitting a rung
below on the judicial ladder. CUA law
graduates are well represented in both
categories, and many can be found as
well as in the ranks of state administra-
tive law judges.

One hundred sixty-two CUA alum-
ni judges, with no end in sight. As this
issue of CUA Lawyer goes to press, and
in response to heavy demand, the law
school’s office of Legal Career Services
has instituted a streamlined new pro-
gram to aid students in their quest for
extremely competitive judicial clerkships
— an experience that eventually steers
many young attorneys toward a future
career on the bench. The Columbus
School of Law will continue to con-
tribute exceptional men and women to
America’s courtrooms, jurists of wisdom,
compassion and fairness. People who
embrace and practice each day the time-
less truth of the Roman statesman
Cicero that, “Justice is the crowning
glory of the virtues.” 

Researcher Marlena Larson contributed to this
article.
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When President Franklin Roosevelt signed the Social Security
Administration into law, he also created the government’s major 
employer of administrative law judges. 
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